1. PHONOLOGY 



Consonants: 
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spelling conventions: 



nh =» [jil iig» = [g] 
Hi « tnil ng = [ijg] 



Vowels: 



Glides: 
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(\ny vowel immediately preceding or following a nasalized (not: a nasal) 
;x)nsonant is nasalized; in this environment the tilde need not be written. 
Nasalized vowels also occur in monosyllabic stems where they contrast with 
non-nasalized vowels; in such cases the tilde must be written. (For a detailed 
discussion of nasalization in UMbundu see Schadeberg 1982.) We write the 
tilde below the vowels in order to leave space for tone marks above the vowel 
symbols. In a practical orthography without tone the tilde could be placed 
above the vowel. 



Tone: 



There are two tones: H(igh) and L(ow). A word can also contain floating 
tones, i.e., tones which are not Unked to any vowel. There are only Low 
floating tones m surface representations, and they only occur between High 
tones. 



These tones are pronounced according to the following rules: 

(a) A floating Low tone lowers the pitch of all following High tones. 

(b) A floating Low tone immediately before the last syllable of a word has a 
more direct representation: The last-but-one syllable is realized as falling 
from High to downstepp>ed-High, and the last syllable remains on that 
same level of downstepped-High. 

(c) When two High tones in word-initial position are inmiediately followed 
by a downstep then the first of these two High tones is realized on a 
lower pitch than the second. (This rule applies mainly at the beginning of 
a tone group.) 

(a) u-liune man (b) o-mafii foot (c) oku-tanga to read 

H^HH HH^,H HH^^H H 



The tone rules of UNfbundu are presented in Chapter Three. They have the 
result that in most (non-compound) words only one step can occur from Low 
to High, which can be followed by just one more step from High to Low on 
the last syllable. There are no principled restrictions on the number of 
downsteps that can occur within one word. The following notational 
conventions for writing surface tone exploit these restrictions: 

(1) The first acute accent in a word marks a High tone. 

(2) Each subsequent acute accent in a word marks a downstep. 

(3) The grave accent marks a Low tone. 

(4) A vowel without a tone mark has the same tone as the preceding vowel; 
Low tone is unmarked at the be^nning of a word. 
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